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1 President, United Way of Greater Los Angeles

The faculty, staff, students, and parents of
Roosevelt High School have received many
awards and grants. Roosevelt was awarded
the California High Schools Network grant in
1993 and the SB1510 Technology grant in
1994. The School was presented with the Na-
tional Science Teacher of the Year Award in
1996, the California School Boards Associa-
tion Golden Bell Awards for parent and com-
munity involvement in 1995 and 1997, and the
State Board of Education Distinguished
Schools Award in 1996. Two student volun-
teers and one adult volunteer for the school
have received Fresno County Volunteer Bu-
reau Volunteer of the Year awards for 1995,
1996, and 1997.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I
congratulate Fresno Unified School District’s
Roosevelt High School for winning the Califor-
nia School Board Foundation’s Golden Bell
Award. The students and faculty of this school
exemplify a care for the community and a
dedication to hard work. I ask my colleagues
to join me in wishing Roosevelt High School
many more years of success.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to
share with our colleagues remarks made by
Wayne S. Bell, who serves as Trustee and
Secretary of the Ralphs/Food 4 Less Founda-
tion. Around the holidays, individuals are much
more likely to donate food to the needy, but
then contributions typically decrease over the
remaining months. This organization works to
call attention to the problem of hunger that ex-
ists throughout the year. They recently award-
ed $100,000 in grants to thirteen recipient or-
ganizations that are leading the fight against
hunger in Los Angeles. Wayne’s remarks re-
flect the seriousness of this cause and the
need for all communities to join together to do
more in addressing the issue of hunger.

Wayne’s remarks follow:
Thank you Joe [Haggerty],1 and good

morning everyone.
The Ralphs/Food 4 Less Foundation is

proud to join with United Way of Greater
Los Angeles in the fight against hunger.
Tragically, as the statistics show, over 1 mil-
lion people are affected by hunger in Los An-
geles County on a daily basis. Our partner-
ship with United Way in this effort came
about as a result of our independent commit-
ments to address the problem of hunger.

United Way has long been a leader in as-
sessing need and delivering funding to pro-
grams that positively and favorably impact
the lives of people throughout the Los Ange-
les community. Joe has told you about
United Way’s Impact Goals, which are in es-
sence a blueprint to tackling some of the
more serious concerns of those who live in
poverty.

The Ralphs/Food 4 Less Foundation estab-
lished its Foundation Hunger Program with
a modest goal of allocating nearly $300,000
per year to help organizations that serve the
needs of those faced with hunger due to pov-
erty, homelessness, emergency cir-
cumstances, and/or illness. In the course of

examining the persistent problem of hunger,
which, as we all know too well, sadly perpet-
uates the cycle of poverty, we became famil-
iar with United Way’s commitment to insti-
tute measurable Impact Goals to increase
awareness of the problem and to improve ac-
cess to available food programs for those in
need. It became clear that we could be much
more effective in our independent efforts if
we combined forces.

The joint program of The Ralphs/Food 4
Less Foundation and United Way of Greater
Los Angeles is aptly called ‘‘Fighting Hunger
365 Days A Year’’ to bring attention to the
constant, year round problem of hunger and
the additional burden on service providers
when donations drop-off after the December
holidays. While giving is good at any time,
too often it falls off dramatically or ceases
altogether following the holidays. We hope
to set an example for other corporations,
businesses, individuals and foundations, and
invite them to join with us and United Way
to assist organizations that are on the front
lines in the fight against hunger.

Please join me in applauding the 13 grant
recipients who are here today. They are
truly making a difference by Fighting Hun-
ger 365 Days A Year. Congratulations to all
of the recipients.

Thank you.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a young man who has made an
athletic accomplishment that many people
thought would probably not be broken. A.J.
Nastasi, a student at Northern Bedford High
School located in Loysburg, Pennsylvania,
broke the Pennsylvania Boys High School
Basketball Scoring record on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, 1998, with 3,627 points. I was fortu-
nate enough to be in attendance for this his-
toric game, watching A.J. and his teammates
take on my hometown’s team from Everett,
Pennsylvania. A.J. has demonstrated great
poise and maturity throughout this exciting
basketball season, a trait no doubt attributed
to his family. It should be noted that the pre-
vious record holder is a former colleague of
mine here in the House of Representatives,
former Representative Tom McMillen of Mary-
land. Tom set the state record in 1970 at
Mansfield High School, scoring 3,608 points,
and went on to a successful college and pro-
fessional basketball career before coming to
Congress. It was a privilege to be invited to
honor A.J. and celebrate this momentous oc-
casion with the many fans, friends and family
members in attendance. Next Fall, A.J. will be
attending West Virginia University as a schol-
ar-athlete. A.J. has become part of an es-
teemed group of athletes through his accom-
plishment. I wish A.J. the best in his future en-
deavors, and hope that he continues his suc-
cess on and off the court.
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Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I want to rec-
ognize Mrs. Patsy Watkins, who is retiring as
Director of the Shelby County Board of Elec-
tions.

Patsy Watkins has served the citizens of
Shelby County on the Board of Elections for
the past 17 years. In addition to her duties at
the Board of Elections, Patsy has served on
Congressman Mike Oxley’s service academy
review board and as chairperson of the Shelby
County Republican Central Committee. On top
of all this, she finds the time to be a loving,
devoted wife, mother and friend.

Patsy is a quiet leader and confidante to
many. While representing Shelby County, I
have appreciated her words of wisdom and
her friendship. She has never been shy about
telling it like it is.

Abraham Lincoln said, ‘‘A good leader
avoids issuing orders, preferring to request,
imply or make suggestions.’’ Like Abe Lincoln,
Patsy Watkins attained success, admiration
and a positive image by practicing these prin-
ciples. Patsy proved to be an effective leader;
choosing a subtle, softer path rather than a
heavy-handed approach. For this reason,
among others, Patsy has become the back-
bone of the Republican Party in Shelby Coun-
ty.

It is no coincidence Shelby County voters
are energized. Through Patsy’s leadership and
hard work, Shelby County has enjoyed Repub-
lican success in recent years. She has worked
to promote conservative values and elect
those who share her vision for better govern-
ment. Congressman Mike Oxley, who rep-
resented the citizens of Shelby County prior to
1992 said, ‘‘Patsy epitomizes the Republican
Party in Shelby County.’’

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride and admi-
ration that I rise to recognize Patsy Watkins
for her service to the citizens of Shelby Coun-
ty. For those of us who know her for service
to her community, we are grateful. For those
of us who are fortunate to call Patsy friend,
may God bless her with a long and fruitful re-
tirement.
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, on December 31,
John DaPonte retired from U.S. Government
service and returned to his home state of
Rhode Island after having served at the FTZ
Board since 1968. The retirement of a federal
official happens most every day. However, I
believe it is important that John DaPonte’s ca-
reer in government be remembered because
of the impact that he and the Foreign-Trade
Zones Board have made on U.S. trade policy,
U.S. companies in the global marketplace, and
the economic development of a wide range of
communities in the United States. There are
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